
Welcome!
Katherine Johnson 
Middle School
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KJMS Administrative Team
Dr. Tammy Silipigni
Principal 23-24
Health & PE

Kathryn Teague
Director of Student Services
Student Services
Social Studies

Heather Bousman-Stanczak
Assistant Principal
Exceptional Ed.,
Science,
Cavaliers, &
Highlanders

Michele Johnson
Assistant Principal
English
ESOL
Spartans,
Nighthawks, & Panthers

John McCaughan
Assistant Principal
CTE,
VPA,
Math,
Hokies, Patriots &
Captains
Dean of Students
Ryan Smith
Attendance
Testing

We are excited to partner with 
you!



KJMS Administrative Team
Chris Smith
Principal 24-25
Health & PE

Kathryn Teague
Director of Student Services
Student Services
Social Studies

Heather Bousman-Stanczak
Assistant Principal
Exceptional Ed.,
Science,
Cavaliers, &
Highlanders

Michele Johnson
Assistant Principal
English
ESOL
Spartans,
Nighthawks, & Panthers

John McCaughan
Assistant Principal
CTE,
VPA,
Math,
Hokies, Patriots &
Captains
Dean of Students
Ryan Smith
Attendance
Testing
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Emily Gardiner
Principal’s AA
Spanish 

Weris Jama
Office Assistant
Arabic

Kara Payne
Office Assistant
Spanish 

Andrea Holmes
Student Services
German

Office Staff

How might we support you?



Luke Donald

Curtiss Barnes Dayle Ranallo

KJMS Student Services Team

We are here for you!
Friday Oeur Tyisha Williamson

Maria MarrisCarrie Brown Laura Kaniewski



Why Teams?

Transition, Support, Celebrate
7



Safety & Security

Officer Carrie Johns
School Resource Officer

Jose Cruz
Safety & Security Officer

Working with you, to keep KJMS 
safe.



Support Staff

Julio Dejo
After School 
Programs

We look forward to learning and growing with you and your 
student!

Carleigh Wilson
Exceptional 
Learning 
Department Chair

Abigail Quinn
Reading 
Specialist 

Abhilasha Tripathi
Multi Language 
Learners 
Department Chair

Meg Dombro
Advanced 
Academic 
Resource Teacher 
and ESOL Coach



Technology

Kelsea Owens
School Based Technology Specialist

Jyothi Appanaboyana
Technology Support Specialist
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We are here 
to keep you 
connected!



What to expect 
from your middle 
school 
experience

https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/
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Time to learn and grow

7:00 - Buses Arrive
7:10 - Kiss and Ride ✭

*Breakfast pick-up immediately after 
entering the building

Students Report directly to 1st period
7:25 - In Class for Announcements
7:30 - Instruction begins
2:15 - Dismissal

Late Buses - 4:30 Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri

Running late? Text your 
student (after 2:15) and 
they can wait in the after 
school program, pick up 

at Door 7
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Forgot lunch? Food 
can be delivered by 

parents, not 
delivery service. 



Attendance Matters!
Not feeling well?
● Always use the KJMS 

attendance form or call 
the school 

Planned absence?
● Use the attendance 

form, send a note, or 
call ahead. The form 
works best as the phone 
lines can get busy!

● Absences of 3+ days 
should be submitted at 
least a week in advance

Chronic absenteeism is a primary cause of lower 
academic achievement even when the absences 
are "excused" or understandable.

Students who attend 90% or more of the school 
year are more likely to graduate from high 
school on time.

-Always bring a photo ID for 
check out
-Students can only be 
released to people 18 or 
older who are listed on 
emergency care card - be 
sure to update!

https://www.fcps.edu/attendance
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/policies-regulations-and-notices/attendance-policies/attendance-recommendations
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/about/attendance-form
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Staying focused on the WHOLE child

SOAR Traits
After School Programs
Increase Awareness of 
Others

After School Program
Assistance 

■ Teacher Office Hours
■ Homework Club

Enrichment - Clubs and Activities
■ Battle of the Books
■ Drama Club
■ Eco Club
■ Math Counts
■ Model UN
■ Science Olympiad
■ Weight Room
■ Write Brain Books
■ NTHS STEM Club
■ …and more!!!

Social
ly 

Respo
nsible

S-Choose behaviors to benefit the good of the group

O-Approach each experience knowing that you have 
something to learn

A-“Own” your own behavior

R- Respect self, respect others, respect property

Late buses 4 
days a week!
See end of 

presentation 
for more 
details! Pick up at Door 7

https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/eagles-soar
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Middle School is About 
Becoming my Independent Self

Teacher Advisory
Engaging Core Classes
Elective Exploration

Life Skills (Social Emotional Learning/(SEL)

● Social Awareness

● Self Awareness

● Self Management

● Relationship building

● Responsible Decision Making

Portrait of a Graduate 
(POG) Skills

● Communication 
skills

● Collaboration skills
● Ethical and Global 

Citizenship
● Creative and 

Critical Thinking 
skills

● Goal Directed and 
Resiliency skills

Lexia to 
grow 
reading 
skills

Open-Minded

Collaborator

Communicator

POG Skills

https://www.fcps.edu/resources/student-safety-and-wellness/social-and-emotional-learning-sel
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate/portrait-graduate-presentations-learning
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate/portrait-graduate-presentations-learning
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Middle school is about exploration

Learning Seminar
Exploration

Creative and Critical Thinker

POG GrowthEthical and Global Citizen

Acceleration and Enrichment

Goal Directed and Resilient

Open-Minded

Career Day!
First or 

Second week 
of Nov!!!

https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/academics/learning-seminar
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/academics/learning-seminar


Restoring 
relationships and 
making the most 
of teachable 
moments

18

Expect it… don’t accept it.
Middle schoolers:
★ make mistakes
★ communicate through behavior
★ are looking to expand their friend 

groups
★ thrive with clear expectations and 

boundaries
★ need our support and coaching just 

as much now as they ever have

AAccountable
★ Quarterly SR&R Assemblies
★ Regular Reminders TA Lessons, Announcements
★ In MS, accountability looks like:

○ On Time Finding the fastest way from class to class
○ Attendance Waking up earlier
○ Schoology Executive functioning strategies
○ Advocacy Asking questions/for help
○ 7+ Teachers & Block scheduling

Parent’s too!

https://www.fcps.edu/srr


Accountable
KJMS Grading Philosophy
★ 7th graders no longer earn 1-4 and start to earn A-F

★ FCPS is committed to being a responsive, caring, and inclusive culture where all feel valued, 
supported and hopeful. Research tells us that a sense of hope and a sense of belonging are 
important to student learning. Katherine Johnson Middle School is committed to school-wide 
consistent grading practices where grades are an accurate reflection of student learning.  KJMS 
teachers separate achievement and work habits, provide additional instructional time (Learning 
Seminar and After School Hours) and opportunities for students to demonstrate proficiency.

★ Rolling Gradebook; Retake policy - kids will need help recognizing when to retake and when to 
move on. 19

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/grading-and-reporting/secondary/grading-scale


Creating respectful 
relationships in person 
and online
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R Respect

fulTo and From School
Bathrooms
Class Transitions
Cafe
Classroom and other Learning Spaces
Online and with Technology (in and out of school)

https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology


Let’s Stay Connected
➢ KJMS Website

➢ Check your student’s in school online use with Lightspeed

➢ News You Choose & Keep in Touch emails from KJMS

➢ Schoology - current assignments and class resources

➢ SIS ParentVUE account and check grades weekly with your student

➢ Use Talking Points or email teachers and counselors directly

➢ Call teachers and counselors - every teacher has voicemail

➢ Attendance: Report on the KJMS Website or call 703-934-2424

➢ Social Media: Facebook, Instagram, X 21

https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://itweb.fcps.edu/itsupport/lightspeed/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VAEDUFCPS/subscriber/new?qsp=VAEDUFCPS_1
https://lms.fcps.edu
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology/student-information-system-sis
https://www.fcps.edu/family-resources/family-communication-resources/talkingpoints
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/about/attendance-procedures
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/about/attendance-procedures
https://www.facebook.com/kjmsFCPS
https://www.instagram.com/kjmsfcps/
https://x.com/kjms_fcps


Important Forms to Electronically Submit to Start 
the School Year

▰ SR&R Agreement
▰ Emergency Care Information
▰ Health Information
▰ Opt Out Forms
▰ Digital Resource Consent Form
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Eagle Fest!
Thurs Before

School Begins 
SignUp Genius will be 

sent over summer

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/policies-regulations-and-notices/student-rights-and-responsibilities/secondary-quick-guide
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/student-services/clinic
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/student-safety-and-wellness/school-health-services
https://www.fcps.edu/registration/opt-out-forms
https://www.fcps.edu/node/42022


Back to School Info in SIS Student and Parent VUE

23



KJMS Rise
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/summeropportunities 
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This 1 day experience will ensure you start off 
middle school at KJMS on the right foot!

● 1 Day Orientation for Rising 7th and new 8th Grade KJMS Students.

● Choose from 3 dates – July 26, 29, 30

● Make new friends!

● Meet teachers!

● Learn your way around the building.

● $25 Registration Fee.

● Lunch provided!

● KJMS Spirit Wear!

https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/summeropportunities
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Partnering with 
you for an 

amazing school 
year!



After-School 
Schedule
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/
after-school-program 

● September - May
● Monday-Friday
● Late Buses 

everyday except 
Tuesday

● No After-School 
during breaks, 
holidays or early 
dismissals

● 800+ KJMS students stay after-school each 
week!

● KJMS is in the top 3 in after-school attendance 
among FCPS Middle Schools!

● Over 100 students stay after-school at least 3 
times per week!

● Data shows that students who stay 
after-school at least 3 times a week had no D’s 
or F’s during the first 3 quarters!

https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/after-school-program
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/after-school-program


After-School Clubs & Activities
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/after-school-program

Sports - KJMS will offer a variety of sports throughout the year:

○ Interscholastic Sports (competing against other middle schools)
■ Fall - Cross Country, Basketball
■ Winter - Futsal
■ Spring - Track, Volleyball

○ Intramural Sports (KJMS in-house leagues)
■ Fall - Flag Football
■ Winter - Futsal
■ Spring - Basketball



After-School Clubs & Activities
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/after-school-program

Academics - KJMS students have the opportunity for Academic Assistance and Enrichment in After-School:

○ Assistance 
■ Teacher Office Hours
■ Homework Club
■ Quiet Study

○ Enrichment
■ Battle of the Books
■ Math Counts
■ Model UN
■ Quiz Bowl
■ Science Olympiad
■ Write Brain Books
■ Vex Robotics
■ and more!!!!



After-School Clubs & Activities
https://johnsonms.fcps.edu/activities/after-school-program

Clubs and Activities - KJMS After-School offers  variety of activities each year based on student and staff interest

● Some Clubs and Activities that we had this year in KJMS After-School:
○ Art Club
○ D&D Club
○ Drama Club
○ FCCLA
○ Kindness Club
○ Paper Quilling Club
○ Print Production Club
○ Ping Pong Club
○ SCA
○ Super Smash Club
○ Weight Room
○ More based on your interests!!


